
 

Report to Council 
 

 
Date of Meeting 

 
6th April, 2022 

Report Author Cabinet Member 
Environment and 
Facilities  

 
Public/Private Document  

 

 
Report of the Cabinet Member for Environment 

 
 

Executive Summary 
 
1. This report provides an update on recent activity relating to the Environment 

portfolio. 
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 
In presenting this report I would like to thank members, from all parties for their kind 
words and support in me holding this vital role. This role contains oversight of many 
of the things that the public want us to do as a council. Therefore, it’s my aspiration 
for all members to play their role in shaping this portfolio and my door is open for 
comments by phone, email, or meeting; anytime, anyplace, anywhere. 
 
2.  Environmental Management 
 

Good News 
 New Cohort of Kickstarters to commence shortly in the following areas: - Bowlee 

Nursery, Countryside Management and Landscape / Construction. 
 Dell Road Landslide repair project progressing well with expected completion August 

2022 
 100 Standard Trees recently planted in 3 across the borough  
 £19k grant funding secured from “Welcome Back Fund” for purchase of shrubs to 

revamp high profile areas  
 Preparations commenced for Greater Manchester RAF  10th Anniversary Parade at 

Bowlee PF on Sunday 03 July 20222 
 Free bulky waste collections started on 4 April. Households can have two free 

collections per year of up to six items. Items will be reused or recycled where 
possible.  

 Commander Carrot, one of our food waste heroes has started to make appearances 
at various events across the Borough encouraging children and their families to eat 
their greens and not waste food. 

 Funding of £25,000 has been secured from “Welcome Back Fund” for six solar 
powered litter bins to be installed within the borough. Two of these bins are already 
located on Milkstone Road and Ann Street and have proven very popular with local 
residents and businesses 

 All 10 Green Flag Awards for parks and cemeteries retained.  
 

 Massive North West In Bloom success again: 



o Gold Medals for all Townships main entries (Heywood, Middleton, Pennines, 
Rochdale) 

o Rochdale Town Centre scoops Best in the NW  Town Centre Award 
o Heywood Civic square scoops Best in NW Best Feature in a Public space award 
o Norden scoops Best in North West newcomer award 
o Norden Jubilee park and Queen’s Park scoop Gold Medal Awards, Denehurst 

Park just a mark off in Silver Gilt 
o Rochdale Nominated by North West in Bloom to represent the NW in the National 

competition in 2023 
 New systems in place for s106 funding into open space to enshrine maintenance 

budgets as well as capital spend and ensure more efficient spend process. 
 Football Foundation grants of over £1/2 million to improve pavilion Sutherland Road 

in Heywood and pitches across the Borough 
 Cricket foundation grant to replace pitches across the Borough 

 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 Ash dieback action plan and £1million  over 10 years capital bid under development 

for submission summer / autumn 2023 
 A new Street-scene Strategy is being drafted and will be brought to committee in 

autumn. This will aim to adopt a long term strategic approach to our front lien 
operation to build on the current success and to focus on further efficiency, values for 
money and customer satisfaction. 

 
Policy Development 
 Work has begun on the adopted fly tipping strategy and associated action plan. The 

council is looking to use more fixed penalty notices for those caught fly tipping as well 
as looking at options to reduce fly tipping. The first meeting of the member working 
group will take place after the Elections.  

 Play Area Strategy final revisions under way and for adoption autumn 2023 
 Tree Strategy draft completed and in consultation process ready for adoption autumn 

/ winter 2023 
 

3. Facilities Management 
Good News  
 The Cleaning service have been awarded the cleaning contract at Princess 

Street, Leopold Court & Great Howarth Homeless from 1st April. 
 

Catering 
 The catering service continues to provide a school meals service and is 

seeing a large uptake in school meals being taken across the Borough. 
 

Cleaning 
 The cleaning service continues to clean all schools and council buildings 

following Covid guidelines, and is supporting non FM schools as required. 
 

Town Hall 
 The next crucial phase of restoration work is about to get underway in the 

Great Hall with work on a number of important jobs, including cleaning and 
restoring the beautiful ceiling panels to remove years of dirt and varnish and 
making vital repairs to the ceiling.  

 
 Work is now almost completed on the stained glass in the Grand Staircase. 

These incredible windows will now be covered over to protect them, while 
work continues all around, ready to be unveiled just before the work is almost 
completed on the new opening for the clock tower, ready for a lift to be 
installed inside later this year. This lift, one of three new lifts being created in 
the building, will take people from ground level to the great hall and the newly 
created bright hall on the first floor. A brand new entrance will also be created 



next to the clock tower to give people an alternative entrance into this newly 
restored building when it reopens. 

 
 Elsewhere, work is continuing on the decorative spire on top of the town hall’s 

roof. The timber and lead are in poor condition and have now been taken 
offsite for specialist repair before they will be reinstated in situ. 

 
 A lot of people have come forward to volunteer at the Town Hall supporting 

the restorers and the next phase of recruiting volunteers to help on cleaning 
the Great Hall ceiling panels takes place on the 17th March 

 
Work will soon begin on work in front of the Town hall and will include; 

 Lawned areas directly in front of the town hall, with a carpet of historic paving 
running through the centre to directly connect the town hall to the cenotaph 
and memorial gardens across the road. Unique inscriptions, inspired by the 
historic symbols within the town hall, will be etched into the pavings. 
 

 New terracing at the side and back of the building to enable people with 
limited mobility to get inside more easily and provide an outdoor seating area 
for people attending events in the building, as well as an al fresco dining 
space for the Clock Tower restaurant. 

 
Planters and benches to create seating close to Packer Street’s thriving 
businesses. The benches are inspired by textile patterns from around the 
world, in a nod to the thriving cotton industry which dominated Rochdale’s 
economy at the time the town hall opened in 1871 project. 

 
4. Capital Projects & MPS 
 
     Good News 

 Working with the Friends Group and Historic England, the £450,000 Phase 2 
restoration works at Hopwood Hall is scheduled to commence on site after 
Easter.  The works comprise mainly stabilisation and waterproofing of the 
existing structure using traditional conservation methods and materials.      

 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 To encourage more local contractors to work for the Council a “Meet the 

Buyer” Day was held on 09th March. This gave the opportunity for us to 
present the forward workload for the 22/23 financial year which includes the 
£3.9m schools capital maintenance programme comprising approximately 
50No projects.  

 
 In the quest for generating external income the MPS team have purchased 

equipment to allow the cleaning of roofs and gutters without the need for 
scaffolding making the process quicker and cheaper and hence attractive for 
external companies to commission. 

 
Policy Development 
 The Capital Projects team continue to work with STAR and Legal to improve 

the Council’s Corporate Procurement rules to make tendering easier and 
working for Rochdale attractive for small and medium sized local contractors 
but ensuring value for money is maintained. 

 
 

5. Property Services/ N1R 



Good News 
 Public Sector Decarbonisation schemes are all under way with a June 22 

completion on all schemes, LED lighting upgrades and solar PV will help the 
council to be more efficient in our electricity consumption. The installation of 
ground/air source heat pumps will help in reducing the use of gas and help 
reduce our carbon emissions to six of our sites. 

 
 The council has been successful in gaining further funding PSDS 2 to fund 

detailed energy surveys to a further twelve sites. The survey findings will be 
used to complete applications for further Salix grants later in the year.  

 
Strategic Initiatives under Development 
 Meetings are underway with all STAR districts to sync all Utility contracts in 

April 2023.  It is hoped the size of the contracts will help in gaining each 
council a better contract in terms of value for money. 

 
Policy Development 
 Energy policy to be presented at cabinet in March for sign off, the policy has 

been presented to Climate O/S previously with comments noted and added to 
the policy on ethical procurement on utility contracts.    

 
 

Councillor Liam O’Rourke 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Facilities 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to Environment and Facilities


